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Thinking Skill Question Stems 
Knowledge 
When content is new, students must be guided in relating the 
new knowledge to what they already know, organizing and 
then practicing the new knowledge.  Knowledge can be of two 
types:  declarative (i.e. attributes, rules) or procedural (skill 
and processes).  Items of this type are factual, content-
specific, and focus on recall of critical information, concepts, 
and procedures. 

• When was …? 
• Who did …? 
• Define the word …? 
• What is a …? 
• Label the following …? 
• Identify the ____ in the _____. 
• Who is the narrator of the story? 

Organizing 
Organizing is used to arrange information so it can be 
understood or presented more effectively. 

• Comparing refers to identifying similarities and 
differences between and among entities 

• Classifying refers to grouping items into categories 
on the basis of their attributes 

• Ordering refers to sequencing or ordering entities 
according to a given criterion 

• Representing refers to changing the form of the 
information to show how critical evens are related 
(visual, verbal, and symbolic) 

• What conclusion have you reached about 
_____? 

• Explain the main idea & illustrate it. 
• What do the characters have in common? 
• What traits best describe the hero in the story? 
• In your own words, tell … 
• How else might you say …? 
• What is the purpose of …? 
• Which picture shows …? 
• Describe _____.  Tell how _____. Compare 

_____.  
• Tell what you think …? 
• Is _____ greater than _____? 
• What is it called _____? 
• Explain why ____ caused _____. 
 

Applying 
Applying is used to demonstrate prior knowledge within a 
new situation.  Application is based on an individual’s ability 
to apply previous learning to a novel situation without having 
to be shown how to use it.  The task is to bring together the 
appropriate information, generalizations, or principles 
(declarative and procedural knowledge) that are required to 
solve a problem. 

• What is …? 
• What evidence is there that …? 
• In what way might …? 
• Give some instance which …? 
• Which of these would …? 
• How would you use this information to start a 

program yourself? 
• Write what you have learned and how you can 

use this information in your life. 
 

Analyzing  
Analyzing is used to clarify existing information by 
examining parts and relationships. 

• Identifying attributes and components refers to 
recognizing and articulating the parts that together 
constitute a whole 

• Identifying relationships and patterns refers to 
recognizing and articulating the interrelationships 
among components (causal, hierarchical, temporal, 
spatial, correlational or metaphorical; equivalence, 
symmetry, and similarity; difference, contradiction, 
and exclusion) 

• Identifying errors refers to detecting mistakes in 
logic, calculations, procedures, and knowledge, and 
where possible, identifying their causes and making 
connections or changes in thinking 

• What part of this could be real? Make believe? 
• What would be a good title for …? 
• What are the functions of …? 
• Categorize the _____ of _____. 
• Sort the _____. 
• What is the order of the steps in _____. 
• Compare _____ to _____.  How are they 

alike? Different? 
• Now that we have studied this, what can be 

concluded about …? 
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Generating  
Generating involves using prior knowledge to add 
information beyond what is given. 

• Inferring refers to going beyond the available 
information to identify what reasonably  may be true 

• Predicting refers to assessing the likelihood of an 
outcome based on prior knowledge of how things 
usually turn out 

• Elaborating involves adding details, explanations, 
examples, or other relevant information from prior 
knowledge in order to improve understanding 
(explanations, analogies, and metaphors) 

• If you had been _____ what would you have 
done differently? 

• How many ways can you think of to …? 
• What would happen if …? 
• Predict what would be true if …? 
• How can you explain …? 
• Hypothesize what would happen if …? 
 

Integrating  
Integrating involves putting together the relevant parts or 
aspects of a solution, understanding, principle, or 
composition. 

• Summarizing refers to combining information 
efficiently into a cohesive statement.  It involves 
condensing information, selecting what is important 
(and discarding what is not), and combining logical 
text segments. 

• Restructuring refers to changing existing knowledge 
structures to incorporate new information.  New 
information and prior knowledge are connected and 
combined and incorporated into a new 
understanding.  

• How many ways can you think of to …? 
• Conclude what the result would be if …? 
• Summarize the story in your own words. 
• Devise a plan to …? 

Evaluating  
Evaluating involves assessing the reasonableness and quality 
of ideas. 

• Establishing criteria refers to setting standards for 
judging the value of logic or ideas. 

• Verifying refers to confirming or proving the truth of 
an idea, using specific standards or criteria of 
evaluation (checking the accuracy of facts, checking 
the meaning or accuracy of the author’s statement by 
looking back at the text, or using research results to 
verify hypotheses) 

• What would you do? 
• Judge what would be the best way to _____. 
• Evaluate whether you would _____. 
• Should _____ be permitted to …?  Why or 

why not? 
• Is _____ accurate?  Why or why not? 
• Was it right or wrong for …?  Explain. 
• How well did …? 
• What is the most important?  Why? 
• How effective was …? 
• What could have been different? 
• Based on your previous answer, do you think 

you could have _____?  Tell how. 
 

 


